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JOURNEYS OF LEUNG PING KwAN

Opening Jan 9,2014, 6pm

Jan 10-28, 2014
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PusLic DOCENT TOURS
Date / Time——3pm on Fridays, 3pm & Spm on Saturdays & Sundays
In Cantonese, 45 mins per session

For guided group tours and English language tours,
please contact info@yasi.hk
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Yast * We FriIEND——A CrROsS-MEDIA RESPONSE
ExuiBiTioN TO LEUNG PING KwAN

Opening Jan 9, 2014, 8pm
Exhibition Period Jan 10-28,2014
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SHALL WE JAM—— A RECITAL OF LEUNG PING KWAN'S
POETRY IN SONG, DANCE & Music
Date / Time Jan 9,2014, 9pm
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MULTI-LINGUAL POETRY READING

Date /" Time——Jan 11, 2014, 8pm

Hong Kong Public Libraries

HBi4& Contact — www.yasi.hk / info@yasi.hk /' +852 9184 6984 {§4# 2 ) Media Enquiries — media@yasi.hk /+852 9184 6984

Designed by CoDesign Ltd.

LeunG PINnG KwaN(1949—20T13), A RETROSPECTIVE
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EXHIBITION , POETRY RECITAL / POETRY READING , LITERARY TALK / WORKSHOP
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Leung Ping Kwan, a Retrospective

Leung Ping Kwan (1949 - 2013) was one of the most
celebrated men of letters in Hong Kong. Writing
mainly in the Chinese language under his pen

name Yasi, he was a prolific poet, novelist, essayist,
translator, researcher, teacher, scholar, as well as
literary, film and cultural critic, photographer and
videographer, whose work traversed back and forth
comfortably across different media, and geographic
and cultural borders. Known as PK to his many
friends, his Cantonese pen name Yasi best describes
the spirit behind his work: both Chinese characters,
Ya and Si, are what could be described as discourse
devices, without any specific meaning. They carry no
ideological undertones, nor are they limited by any
preconceived ideas or beliefs, much like Leung Ping
Kwan the man himself.

Yasi loved life and lived it to the fullest. It was
because he embraced life so expansively that he had
no shortage of subjects for his creative outlet in any
of the genres and media. Thirty years in the ivory
towers of academia did not keep him detached from
people; he was a professor and mentor without
pomp and circumstance. Always gracious with his
time and encouragement to his students and novice
writers, Yasi revelled in his interactions with readers
and people from all walks of life in Hong Kong and
abroad. He enjoyed food and travel, especially when
he could engage both together. He was a gourmet and
a gourmand, fond of and curious about all Chinese
regional cuisines, but also made it a point to savour
the local cooking wherever he was in the world:
attending a conference in New York City, being a
poet-in-residence deep in the hills of Provence, or as
a writer-in-residence in Berlin. Food, whatever its
provenance, inspired much of his literary work.

His enthusiasm for life made him eager to share
his creative journey with others. In talking about his
hopes for an exhibition based on his experiences,
he had envisaged much more than mere books and
literature. Occasionally billed as an avant-garde

artist, Yasi undoubtedly was a cross-genre explorer

who was never afraid to engage his poems or prose
with another medium, be it photography, visual arts,
design, music, dance, or a mix of them.

In his vision of this exhibition, literature did not
rest between pages of texts, instead it was alive;
literature was a part of his dialogue with life -

a life full to the brim with not only words or poems,
but with images, music, sculpture, photos, dance...
In the exhibition, Journeys of Leung Ping Kwan,
more than one hundred works of art, featuring

Yasi and his collaborators, will be on display at the
Central Library. In Orhan Pamuk’s The Museum of
Innocence, the protagonist Kemal collected objects
that enabled him to feel the presence of his woman,
Fiisun. Likewise, visitors to the Hong Kong Central
Library will find exhibits imbued with memories

of Yasi the writer and poet, and Yasi the creative
artist in dialogue with his friends through their
collaborations. These pieces are at once real and
symbolic of his creative journey from the east to

the west and then back again. At the Fringe Club,
another exhibition in his memory,

Yasi * We Friend —— A Cross-Media Response
Exhibition to Leung Ping Kwan, comprises works by
his friends, students and readers as dedications and
responses.

‘Leung Ping Kwan (1949-2013),

a Retrospective’ is a series of activities arousing
public interest in Hong Kong writers, literature and
poetry. Visit the exhibitions to feel Yasi’s presence:
his wit and humour, his generosity and open spirit,
his never-ending sense of curiosity. Follow his
journey to get a glimpse of his experience in the

vast museum of life.
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JoUurNEYS OF LEUNG PING KwaN Yast * WE FRIEND ——
A CRroOSs-MEDIA RESPONSE
ExniBiTioN TO LEUNG PING KwAN

* with Docent Tours

Opening——Jan 9, 2014, 6pm

Exhibition Period—— Jan 10-28, 2014 Opening Jan 9,2014, 8pm
Exhibition Period Jan 10-28, 2014
Mon to Sat, noon-10pm

Mon to Sun, 11lam-8pm
Venue —— Exhibition Gallery, Hong Kong
Venue —— Hong Kong Fringe Club,

2 Lower Albert Road, Central, Hong Kong

Central Library, 66 Causeway Road,
Causeway Bay, Hong Kong
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H3E Neda ~ B4 K Kwan Pun Leung ~ #B#5% So Hing Keung ~ Laura Barron ~ Z'otz Collective » Gary Dault ~ Larry Eisenstein * Paul Magendie *
Milena Roglic ~ Leslie Thompson * Michael Wolf + Martin Zeller

(Hall * EA——EE1EA T (A1 MEE Yasi * We Friend——A Cross-Media Response Exhibition to Leung Ping Kwan) —— /JMil Siufung ~ 51K Jessie
Ng* 2#4 Lee How Chung ~ 2% 5 Lee Ka Sing ~ 28 ¥ Li Kam Fai ~ & {8 Chow Chun Fai > # ¥ Lam Tung Pang * {515 Candaces
Leung ~ Bk HE Alex Yiu ~ 52f&H#k Sandrine Marchand ~ 457544 Andy Yung » W& 5% Thomas Au ~ #& 3% % Esther M.K.Cheung ~ Bl ## Wing
Chan ~ B Chan Wai Yue ~ i Chihoi ~ #3471 Carman Fung » #{%# Holly Lee ~ E{#% Liu Wai Tong ~ ## & Ducky Tse ~ #iE7# Chung
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In the 1960s, Yasi introduced the
French New Novel, American
underground writing, and Latin
American novels to the Hong Kong
and Taiwan literary circles. One

or two decades later, a substantial
body of his poetry existed around
images and scenes of Hong Kong.
He travelled to Berlin and Eastern
Europe in the 1990s, and on a grant
from the Asian Cultural Foundation
he spent six months in New York
City researching film culture. At the
invitation of Brussels Arts Festival,
Yasi took part in the Poetry and
Photography Exhibition; he visited
University of York in Canada as a
research scholar, and was writer-in-
residence in Berlin. In the twenty-
first century, Yasi was awarded a

Fulbright fellowship to conduct
research at Harvard University,

was invited to be writer-in-residence
at the Saorge Monastery in the south
of France, and attended numerous
literary festivals, book fairs and
salons in Eastern Europe, France,
Germany and Taiwan. Traversing
the literary landscape of both east
and west, Yasi was a distinct voice
in the dialogue among different
cultures.
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SHALL WE JAM ——
A RecIiTAL OF LEUNG PING KWAN'S
POETRY IN SONG, DANCE & Music

Date / Time——Jan 9, 2014, 9pm
Venue —— Underground Theatre and
Fringe Dairy, Hong Kong Fringe Club
Artists Andy Wong, Bonni Chan, Mui
Cheuk Yin, Arthur Leung, Tang Shu Wing,
Kung Chi Shing, Sonic Calligraphy (Peggy
Chew, Adrian Frey) and others explore all
sides of poetry with sound, rhythm and
body movement.
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MULTI-LINGUAL POETRY READING

Date /" Time —— Jan 11, 2014, 8pm
Venue Fringe Dairy, Hong Kong
Fringe Club

Different languages, including Cantonese,
Putonghua, English, German, French,
Swedish, Japanese, and Korean etc.,
couple with lighting, projection and
musical instruments to voice the complex
characteristics of poetry.
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THE LITERARY JOURNEYS OF

LeEunG PING KwAN: POETRY,
Fiction, Prosk, FiLm AND FooDp

Date / Time —— Jan 24, 2014, 7pm

Venue

Lecture Theatre, Hong Kong
Central Library

Speakers included Dr. Au Chung To,

Dr. Chan Chi Tak, Dr. Mary Wong

Shuk Han, Dr. Kwong Ho Yee, Connie,
Dr. Siu Yan Ho.

Co-organized with Centre for Humanities
Research, Lingnan University.

In Cantonese



EREEN School Activities

MR SRR INE— R BER
BITRISE ~ Mgk B 5 - gt
AR RIS B K B A 1 Ll g SO
ERELE Y - SRR IR B0
TR - WAL IR R A LSO
BITFERTTE B - tllr R STER AR
WA HE R - BRE P AN
FOREHTRR - TR RS B AR R 1 -
L BRI BR ST AR S 4R TE & A
TR o B A AT REB AR
TIZRESHTRS B s SR B ATRERE, -

Yasi was a writer and an educator;
much of his time was spent on
research, editing and teaching
courses on comparative literature,
literature and film, literary criticism,
and creative writing. He was a
mentor to young writers and
scholars, inspiring and encouraging
them on their literary paths.

Yasi’s subject matter always came
from the most ordinary objects

in everyday life; his prose took

the same quotidian approach. He
didn’t believe language had to be
obscure to deliver meaning or to
touch hearts. In recent years, many

of his essays and poems have been
included in the secondary school
syllabi; through his work, students
are being exposed to free verse
poetry and Hong Kong literature.
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Guided tours oftheJoumeys of Leung Ping Kwan exhibition are available for schools, please register via www.yasi.hk
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Upload your poems on the site.
Selected poems will also be
displayed on the 2™ and 6™ floors
of the Hong Kong Central Library
during the exhibition period.
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